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In the sandstone districts of the area here con-
sidered, the landslips had some important secondary
effects. Along the southern edge of the Garo and
Khasi hills, great sand-fans spread over the fields, and
the exposure of the hillsides formerly protected by
forest left free scope for future denudation. Every
stream of any size has in this way devastated many
square miles of country. Among the hills them-
selves, more sand was brought down than the streams
could carry away, and everywhere their beds were
raised, " Ordinarily, the beds of these rivers, which
are raging torrents when in flood, consist of a suc-
cession of deep pools separated by rocky rapids.
After the rains of 1897, it was found that the pools
had been filled up, and the rapids obliterated by a
great deposit of sand, over which the rivers flowed in
a broad and shallow stream."

A few valleys were for a short time barred across
by landslips. In one, on the northern foot of the
Garo hills, a landslip crossed the drainage channel
and formed a shallow pond, which was not filled up
by sand until the end of January 1898. Near Sinya,
in the northern Khasi hills, an unusually large land-
slip formed a barrier, of which the remains are more
than 200 feet above the level of the river-bed. Behind
this, the water accumulated in a great lake until the
beginning of September 1897, when the barrier burst
and a flood of water rushed down the valley.

ROTATION   OF  PILLARS, ETC.

A curious effect of earthquakes strong enough to
damage buildings is that pillars, monuments, etc.,
may be fractured and the upper part rotated over the